Lighting in the new building will be Louverall, which is expensive to install, but which in reality is not expensive when all costs are taken into consideration.
Ventilation and heating is provided, using the Snead system, through the hollow columns and girders. Alternate columns supply and exhaust the air in each module.
It is interesting that the steel structure was erected in 10 working days. The exterior walls are of brick and hollow tile separated by one inch of spun glass insulation. Flooring will be asphalt tile and furniture finish will be a light oak.
The first floor-35 modules-includes a lower division reading room-10 modules; a student lounge-3 modules; a stack area has always been that this keeps reserve books close to the other material on the subject. This great faith in the classification scheme astounds me, and even if it were true that the reserve shelf actually lands in the midst of all the other important literature on the subject, I would still feel that this has no particular merit as the students do not have time to shuttle back and forth from reserve books to other books in the course of the day's reading.
Last year approximately 10,000 volumes were on reserve during the year.
Like many other librarians, I view the reserve system with a jaundiced eye. In many cases, all that is established is an anthology which does not seem very far from a textbook to me. As our entire library is open shelf, we have no way of knowing how much individual books are used.
I am willing to bet, however, that 50 per cent of the books would have served their purposes better from the regular shelves. Pressure does build up for a relatively small number of books and the control of these is extremely difficult. We cannot know about this pressure until the book has been stolen or hidden.
While I hate to revert to the old type of closed reserves, I do wish we could centralize our reserves on open shelves and establish a simple charging system for use in the building as well as for use overnight. 13
